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Flexo press exceeds 
expectations

CE STEWART, a Durban-based labelling and packaging 
solutions specialist, recently invested in a ROTOCON 
ECOLINE RFP 340 LED flexographic printing press, Pro 
Mount platemounter and Pro Clean anilox roller cleaner.

This latest round of investments follows a business 
partnership built up with general manager Nash Soodhoo 
over 16 years, as well as the purchase of four rewinding 
machines from ROTOCON in the past two years. 

Nash explains that this project to pursue new market 
opportunities started three years ago when CE Stewart’s 
director Roy Soodhoo did thorough research before 
investing. ‘Roy liked the functionality of the UV-LED curing 
system and servo-driven technology,’ he states. ‘After 
quizzing the ROTOCON team to determine if the press was 
the best fit for the company’s needs, he had the peace of 
mind to proceed and trust the team’s expertise.’ 

He adds that Michael and Pascal Aengenvoort made the 
investment process easier and played a key role in realising 
this project for CE Stewart. ‘The exceptional back-up, 
tooling and service we receive from ROTOCON’s Durban 
branch manager, Akhmuth Sayed, is also a valuable asset 
when investing.’ 

CE Stewart has invested in the flexo press primarily for 
self-adhesive labels and converting unsupported films. Nash 
reports that the press held perfect register after successfully 
running 38µm BOPP film trials for one of the company’s 
customers. ‘As BOPP tends to stretch, it can be described 
as a difficult job, but we were impressed by the press’ 
capabilities and quality,’ he comments. 

According to ROTOCON director Pascal Aengenvoort, each 
printing unit is driven by a separate servo motor, and is 
designed for optimal ink transfer and pressure adjustment. 
This results in crisp, consistent printing in high line counts, 
text, linework, solids, adhesives and varnishes.

He points out that the BST web guiding and inspection 
systems ensure high quality during the printing process. 
The precision helical gear transmission of the lightweight 
aluminium print cylinders is designed for high accuracy, 
while the unwind unit is equipped with a corona treater, 
dust cleaning unit and static system for maximum printing 
stability. ‘Additionally, the UV-LED curing system improves 
the energy footprint across the dual web path. The filmic 
material isn’t affected by the UV curing temperatures during 
printing, thanks to a water chiller system linked to the anvil 
roller,’ he maintains. 
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ECOLINE ties up technology 
& affordability
ROTOCON has continuously developed its ECOLINE line of 
finishing equipment over the past four years to meet the 
technology investment needs of smaller labelling operations and 
start-up ventures, which have to carefully balance the highest 
possible specifications with competitive pricing. 

Each of the seven ECOLINE models has a compact footprint, 
easy-to-use control panel and open machine design to maximise 
operator friendliness. A modem for remote fault finding and 
maintenance allows ROTOCON to respond quickly to operators’ 
software and drive-related queries.

Handpicked machine builders at a dedicated factory in Asia produce 
the ECOLINE range according to ROTOCON’S stringent quality 
specifications – solid, vibration-free construction and the latest 
technology and European quality parts – plus cost-competitiveness 
and reliability requirements.

During 2019, service manager and lead engineer William White 
spent time with the machine building team working on a series of 
improvements for the range based on customers’ feedback. These 
included modifying the shape of the machines by rounding off any 
sharp edges, incorporating the latest servo motor and software 
enhancements available, and introducing a sleek, modern colour 
palette of grey and red (changed from white and red) to give them 
a visual facelift.

So far, over 109 of these customisable systems have been sold and 
commissioned in South Africa, Mauritius, Europe, Australia and the 
US.

Quality consumables ensure excellence

ROTOCON only partners with consumables brands committed 
to high-quality product engineering – a valuable customer asset 
as substrates get thinner and precision requirements increase. It 
means there’s never a need to compromise the best performance 
results or experience production interruptions on the ECOLINE 
machines.

The machines are supported by nine fully-trained and highly 
knowledgeable technicians based in Johannesburg, Durban, and 
Cape Town who embody ROTOCON’s ‘our product, our service, our 
brand’ approach. They have a comprehensive stockholding of spare 
parts, cutting tools, and consumables available to them and are 
backed up by a fleet of branded vans that deliver these directly to 
customers. 

Look out for a report on the first ECOLINE machine installation in an 
upcoming issue, which will detail the consistently excellent results 
that this label printing operation business has been able to achieve 
on wine, craft beer, spirits, olive oil and snack products; as well 
as the value-added support and education partnership that has 
evolved with the ROTOCON team as this business has grown.

Complementing the consistent quality of the flexo press is 
the Pro Mount platemounter and Pro Clean anilox roller 
cleaner, which were introduced last year as part of the 
ECOLINE range, Pascal adds. 

The entry-level platemounter features a 650-line camera 
that reaches 70 times amplification ratio and ensures 
clear, bright images on the high-resolution display screen, 
improving plate mounting precision. ‘The platemounter 
ensures a good price ratio, ease of operation, plus 
maximum precision and highly repeatable accuracy for 
operators manually mounting printing plates,’ he asserts. 

The ultrasonic anilox roller cleaner efficiently and quickly 
removes all types of inks and dirt from any line count 
anilox cells. ‘It’s equipped with a roller swivelling wheel 
and constant temperature heating system, which reduces 
any “hot spots” in the liquid that can create high-intensity 
power levels and potentially damage components,’ explains 
Pascal. ‘Ultrasonic cleaning is a more environmentally-
friendly method as it converts electric energy into kinetic 
energy, without generating dust and sewage.’ 

These three investments in the latest machinery technology 
reflect CE Stewart’s vision of continuous improvement and 
innovation as the company endeavours to set an industry 
benchmark for outstanding service, quality and efficiency. 
‘To offer real customer service, our team strives to add 
something more that cannot be bought or measured by 
monetary means  – sincerity, integrity and attention to 
detail,’ Nash concludes. 

CE Stewart’s general manager Nash Soodhoo (second from left) with the 
Rotocon team of John Lombard, Pascal Aengenvoort, Akhmuth Sayed 
and Patrick Aengenvoort.


